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insanin fiziksel yapisi, onun bir “biyotop”a yani “belirli bir habitat”a
sahip olmasini engellemistir. Glnk{ insan vicut isisint, iginde yagamak
zorunda bulundugu iklim kogullarina ve dogal cevreye uyarlayamaz.
Ornedin sodukta yasayan insanin viicudundaki tiyler bir kiirk gekline
déniismemistir; el, ayak gibi organlarini alet gibi kullanabilme yetenegi
“hayvanlarinkinden farkl gelismistir. Bunlara karsilik insanin beyin ya-
pisi ona, bes duyusuyla her seyi algilayabilmesini, bunlari belleginde bi-
riktirebilmesini saglamistir. Bdylece in-
san, bellegindeki birikimleri deneyim su-
recine sokabilmis, her tlrli gereksinimini
karsilayacak sekilde, yeni diglnceler, ye-
ni nesneler Uretme olanagina kavugmus-
tur. Gene buna baglh olarak insan, binler-
ce yildan bu yana en énemli gereksinim-
_lerinden biri olan “barinmay1”, gesitli
“konut ve yerlesim’ tipleri retip gelisti-
rerek karsilamay! basarmistir.

Acaba degisik konut/yerlesim tiplerini
olustururken insanlar en cok hangi olgu-
lardan etkilenmislerdir? Bu kapsamda,
10 bin yil dncesinde I¢ Anadolu’da “Agik-
Il Hoylk” te arkeolojik kazilarla gin 1gi-
gina ¢ikarilan “Akeramik Neolitik Ev-
re”ye ait “ilk konutlar/ilk kdy yerlegsme-
leri’” nas!l bir model sergilemektedir

(Res.1)?1 Bu modeli belirleyebilmek ve ‘;‘;’3T‘:::’;ij;'[‘ffngfl‘(‘,’f’;hfﬁ:;’r‘,j‘z”:';ﬁ
rekonstriksiyonunu yapabilmek igin, On-  and vicinity. Aerial view from southwest, 1994.
ce onun gelistigi zaman dilimi iginde,

cevresindeki iklimsel, biotik ve abiotik (ekolojik) kosullarin, hammadde
kaynaklarinin incelenebilmesi gereklidir. Daha sonra da Agikli’da yasa-
mis olan insan topluluklarinin, belirli kosullarda nigin orada yerlestik-
leri, nasil ve ne tiir konut/yerlegimler olusturduklart arastiriimalidir.
Ancak o zaman konut ve yerlesim tipleri gelisiminde “ilk itkeler”, “ilk
kuramlar”in, geriye dénik bir projeksiyonla ve “Agikli modeli”’ yardi-
miyla neler olduklari, bunlarin nasil degerlendirilmesi gerektigi sorgu-
lanabilir ve olasilikla bir gorise varilabilir.

Res.1 Agikh Hoyik. Melendiz Irmads ve yakin

ASIKLI MODELT

Asikli ve cevresi; On Bin Yil Oncesinde Cevredeki Tklimsel ve Ekolojik
Kosullar; Yerlesme Yerinin Segiminde Rol Oynayan Etkenler:

Asikli Hoyiik, Aksaray il merkezinin 25 km giineydogusunda, Kizilkaya

Human species has been hindered by his physique
to have a special kind of “‘biotop”’, namely a
“fixed type of habitat’’. He is unable to adapt his
body temperatures to the various climates and
natural environments in which he lives. For
example, the body hair of our species living in cold
climates had failed to evolve into fur. Furthermore
our hands and feet developed in a manner different
from animals for use as tools. The structure of the

human brain, on the other hand, has provided our
species with the abilities to perceive phenomena
with all five senses and to retain them in the
memory. Capable, therefore, of incorporating an
accumulation of memaries into an experimental
process, mankind has proved that he can create
new thoughts and new objects, enabling him to
provide them for himself in any situation. Thus,
over thousands of years, human beings have
learned to meet one of their most basic needs,
shelter, by creating and developing a variety of
“dwellings houses and habitations”. i3

We might well ask which factors have had the
greatest influence on mankind in the process of
creating these various dwellings and settiements of
our habitat. In this connection it can be asked as
well which kind of model is represented by the
“earliest houses” and “‘earliest village
settlements” which have been brought to light by
the archaeological excavations at the mound of
Asikli in Central Anatolia dated to the Aceramic
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Neolithic phase, 10 thousand years ago (Fig.1).1
In order to define and reconstruct this model, we
must first examine the climatic, the biotic and
abiotic (ecological) conditions, and the natural
resources available in this region within the time
span in which it evolved, Subsequently it shouid be
investigated why the inhabitants of Asikli settled
there under these prevailing conditions, and how
and which kinds of houses/habitats they created.
Only then, with the aid of retrospection and the
assistance of the "Asikli model”, can we suggest

kdylndn sinirlar icinde;
denizden 1119.45 m ylk-
sekliktedir. Melendiz Irma-
g'nin kiyisinda gelismis,
orta blyikliikte bir héyik-
tir.2 Yaklagik
35000/40000 m2lik bir
alani kapsar (Res.1). HG6-
yugin kuzeyde 15.35 m
olan yuksek“(ji’ giJneye Res.2 Asikli Hayiik. On planda Melendiz. Batidan goriinis.
dogru bir edimle 13.16 Fig.2 Asikli with the Melendiz in foreground. From west.
‘m’ye kadar alcalir (Res. 1,

2,4, 5).* Birbiriyle uyumly bir seri dl'jzeltilmi§ radyokarbon 6lclimiine
gdre Asikli’da gun i1sigina Grkarilan Akeramik Neolitik’e ait yukaridan
asagl 2. kiltir tabakasinin yapi evrelerindekij yerlesmeler ginimiizden
10 bin yil éncesine (MO 8. binyila) tarihlendirilmektedir 3

Asikli, Aksaray Kapadokya’smda, volkanik kékenli kayaglarin olustur-

dugu oldukga ciplak bir arazidedir. HGylgin 40 km kadar glneyinde;
ylkseklikleri 3000 m’ye ulasan volkanik Hasan ve Melendiz Daglar |

dénemine ait, duvarlari dinse| fresklerle donanm1§ tafli kaya kilisele-
riyle Gnli Thlara Vadisi’ni olusturur. Daha sonra, Kizilkaya kéyiinde |
Asikli Hoylik’iin glney, bati ve kuzeybatisiny dolanip, tarima elverigli !
dar bir altivyon vadisj meydana getirir ve Aksaray’a dogru akisini siir-

yerlesmelerinde bulunan komiir-
lesmis bugday ve nohut taneleri.

Fig.3 Carbonized grains of wheat and chickpeas from the
settlements of Levef 2.
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volkanik piiskiirmeler cevrede tif, andezit, bazalt, granit gibi kayacla-
ri; lav akintilars da obsidien [volkanik cam] gibi énemlj hammadde

probably what general principles and basic
attitudes lay behind the evolution of the early
houses and habitats of mankind.

kiiciik agmalar 10 x 10 m’dir. On planda gevre duvars; sag dst kdsede (kuzeyde), derinde 2G yapi evresi;
ortalarda biiyik ¢opliik. 1994/te dogudan gériinis. THE ASIKLI MODEL

Fig.4 Settlements of Leve/ 2 during excavation. The large trenches in the grig measure 10 x 20 m; the smaller, The mound and its environs, climatic and
10 x 10. Enclosure wall seen in foreground, building level 2G in the trenches at upper right, large refuse area
at centre. From east, 1994,

Res.4 Asikli‘da 1zgara sistemiy[_e kazilan 2. tabaka yerlesmeleri. Biiyik dikdértgen agmalar 10 x 20 m, I

ecological conditions ten thousand years ago,
and factaors determining the location of the
settlement:

The Asikli mound lies within Kizilkaya village
some 25 km southeast of the capital of the
province of Aksaray and stands at an elevation of
1119.45 m above sea level. It is a medium-sized
mound on a bank of the Melendiz River, and covers
an area of approximately 35.000-40.000 m2
(Fig.1).2 The mound is 15.35 m high on the north,
sloping to 13.16 m at the south (Figs.1, 2, 4, 5).*
A consistent series of calibrated radiocarbon
measurements date the Aceramic Neolithic phase
of Asikh namely (its 2. level with its 10 building
phases from the surface) to the 8th millennium BC
(some 10 thousand years ago).3

Asikli is located in a rather barren area of volcanic
formation within the Cappadocian region of the
province of Aksaray. About 40 km south of the
mound the volcanic peaks of Hasandag and .
Melendiz rise to altitudes of nearly 3000 m. The

—_—
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Res.5 Agikhi 1995 gematik plant.

Fig.5 Schematic plan of Agiki.

kaynaklarini olusturmustur. Asikli‘da yerlesen insan topluluklari bu
kayaglardan hem yapilarinda, ocak ve firinlarinda, hem de kap, lamba,
havan, 6gutme taslari, el taglari, cilali yassi baltalar gibi arac ve ge-
reclerinde kullanarak yararlanmislardir (Res.4-7, 12-13).5 Ozellikle
obsidien, yontma tas tekniginde yaptiklari alet ve silahlarin ana ham-
maddesi olmugtur.®

Gunimizde Asikl ve gevresinde kara iklimi egemendir. Kigin ortalama
yagis 330 mm‘dir. Bu yadis miktari kuru tarim icin en alt sinirdir. cev-
rede “i¢ Anadolu stebi” egemendir. Ancak citlenbik ve mese ile karigik
koruluklar Melendiz’in alivyonlu vadisinde aralikli olarak Hasandag’in
yamaglarina kadar uzanir. Ekonomi kirsal Grinlere baglidir. Tahil ve
bahge tarimi, bagcilik, koyun, keci ve sigir hayvanciligr yapilir. Ayrica
Melendiz’de balik da avlanir.

Uydu haritalarina gére Buzul Gagi‘ni izleyen Holosen Dénem baglarin-
dan bu yana, olasilikia Melendiz Irmadi’nin ana yataginda kaymalar
olmakla hirlikte, cok biytk degisiklikler olmamistir.” On bin yil 6nce-
sinde Asikli Hoylk ve gevresindeki iklim kosullari ve ekolojik ortam
hakkinda elde edilen bilgiler gicektozu (pollen), kazida bulunan bitki
kalintilari, phytolith (mikro-bitki) ve hayvan kemigi analizlerine dayan-
maktadir (Res.3).8 Ayrica Asikli’nin 100 km kadar batisinda Kon-
ya’nin Eregli ilcesindeki Akgél’den alinan gigektozu drnekleri de ekolo-
jik ortamin rekonstriksiyonunu yapmakta yardimci olmaktadir. Aras-
tirmalari yapanlardan H. Woldring’e gore Asikli cigektozlari, Akgdl’n
Son Buzul Gagi‘na ait gicektozlari ile kar§lla§t|rxlabilir.}’Akgt')[ cicek-
tozu analizlerine gére Buzul Cagi sonlarinda iklim kurak ve soguktur.

Melendiz River issues from the slopes between
these two mountain ranges, flowing northwest
through the Ihlara valley which is so famous for its
“fairy chimneys” and rock-cut churches carved out
of the tufa and adorned with frescoes during early
Christian times. The river then meanders to the
south, west, and northwest of the Asikli mound in
the village of Kizilkaya where it has created a
narrow alluvial valley suitable for cultivation,
before flowing into the city of Aksaray (Figs.1, 2).
Volcanic eruptions which began in the Neogene
and continued through the Pleistocene (Glacial
Period) and even into the succeeding Holocene,
resulted in formations of tufa, andesite, basalt and
granite. The lava flow also created important
sources of raw materials such as obsidian.? The
inhabitants of Agikli utilized these sources not only
for construction of houses, hearths and avens, but
also for various tools and utensils: pots, lamps,
mortars and pestles, grinding stones, celts, etc.
(Figs.4-7, 12, 13).5 Obsidian was the principal
raw material of their tools and weapons produced
by the chipped-stone technique.®

A continental climate prevails today in Asikh and
its environs. The winter precipitation averages 330
mm, constituting the lower limit of the range for
dry farming. “Central Anatolian steppe”
vegetation is dominant; groves of hackberry
(Celtis) mixed with oak stand at intervals in-the
alluvial valley of the Melendiz, opening from the
slopes of the Hasandag range. The modern
economy is based on rural production; grain,
vegetables, and grapes, as well as sheep, goats and
cattle, are raised here, and fish are caught in the
river.

Although satellite maps suggest some shifting in
the main bed of the Melendiz River since the
beginning of the Holocene Period following the
“*Late Glacial Period”, no major changes shouid
have occurred.” Our knowledge of the climatic
conditions and the ecology of the region 10
thousand years ago is based primarily on analyses
of pollen, plant remains and phytoliths from the
excavations (Fig.3).8 Pollen samples from Akgél
some 100 km west of Asikl (in the Eregli region
of the Province of Konya) have also helped to
reconstruct the ecological conditions of this early
date. A study by H. Waldring indicates that the
pollen record from Agikl is comparable to that of
Akgd! during the Last Glacial Periad.9 The
analyses reveal that the climate was cold and dry
toward the close of the Pleistocene. About 12
thousand years ago, then, the humidity began to
increase,10 and alongside the “'steppe’” ground
cover on the mountainsides (of Hasandag in
Aksaray as well as those of Karacadag and
Karadag in Konya), birch (Betula), cypress
(Cupressaceae), and eventually cak (Quercus) and
cedar (Cedrus) began to flourish.11 A subsequent
recovery of the wormwood (Artemnisia), which had
hegun to die out in this period, indicates another
cool dry spell.12 Then again, 11 thousand years
ago, the humidity increased once more; grasses
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< Ancak 12 bin yil 8ncelerinde iklim daha nemli olmaya baglamistir.10
Step Ortislinin yaninda Aksaray’da Hasandag, Konya’da Karacadag ve
Karadag’in yamaclarinda dnce hus (Betula), servi (Cupressaceae), da-
ha sonra da ayni daglarin Ustlinde mese (Quercus) ve sedir (Cedrus)
agaglari yetismeye baglamistir.t Pelinotlari (Artemisia) 6nce azalmis,
ancak 12 bin yillarina dogru yeniden ¢cogalmaya baslamistir.12 Bu da
iklimin yeniden sogudugunu ve kuraklastigini géstermektedir. On bir
bin yil dncelerinde ise iklimde yeniden bir nem artisi baslamis; cayir
otlari daha genis alanlar kaplamis, hug agaglari da fazlalagmigtir.ly
Holosen’in basladigi gii-
nimuzden 6nce yaklasik
9600-8420 arasinda,
Asikli’da yerlesildigi si-
rada ise ozellikle volka-
nik Hasandag, Karaca-

sinde 6nemli degisiklikler
olmustur. Bu dénemde
mese agaclarisyayiimis,
ardiglar (Juniperus) go-
galmus; findik (Corylus),
glrgen (Carpinus orien-
talis), kizilagag (Alnus),
kayacik (Ostrya) agaclar ¥= 4
yetismeye; ovalarda cayir
otlarinin cesitli tirleri
cogalip yayiimaya basla-
mistir.14 Bu da iklimin
eskiye oranla cok daha
yagisl ve sicak oldugunu
gosterir. Agikli'nin 2. ta-
baka yerlesmelerinde ele
gecen bitki kalintilari, yi-
ne glinimiuizden dnce
yaklagik 9966-9400

(MO 8016-7479/7442)
arasinda yagig ve sicak-
l1§in, budday ve arpa gi-
bi tahillarla, bezelyegillerin tarimi icin elverisli olduguna, tarimin bas-
ladidina taniklik etmektedir. Melendiz Vadisi’‘nde artik yabani fistik
(Pistacia), karaagag, citlenbik (Celtis tournefortii), bazilari yenehilen,
bazilari ilag olarak kullanilabilen, oldukga zengin otsul bitki tiirleri ye-
tismeye baslamistir (Res.3).15

Res.7 Agikli. Gakilli yolun kuzey ve giineydogusundaki kerpig mahalleler;
yolun giineybatisinda sandik duvarli yapi. Giineyden gériinis.

Fig.7 Asikli. Mud-brick quarters to north and southeast of main road,
structure with casemate wall to southwest. From south.

Asikli kazilarinda ele gegen yabani hayvanlara ve av hayvanlarina ait
kemiklerin analizlerine gdre, gene gevrede zengin bir hayvan diinyasi
vardir.16 Hayvanlarin higbiri heniiz evcillestirilmis dedildir.17 Yabani
dev sidir (Auerochs), yabani koyun, keci, yabandomuzu, karaca, kizii
geyik, yabani at, kurt, tilki, fare tipi kemirgenler, tavsan, kirpi, kun-
duz, érdek, toy kusu, karga, akbaba, atmaca, kirmizi dogan, baykus,
kaplumbada, gesitli tatl su baliklari ve salyangoz tlrleri Asikli‘da yer-

Res.6 Asikli gevre duvari ve sinirladigi mahalleler.
Dogudan havadan gériinds.

Fig.6 Asikli. Enclosure wall and the residential quarters
within. Aerial view from east.

spread over broader expanses, and birch became
denser.13 In the surroundings of the volcanic cones
of Karacadag, Karadag and Hasandag, significant
changes were occurring at the beginning of the
Holocene Period (some 9600-8420 years ago)
when Asikli was being settled. Oak trees were
disseminating and junipers (Juniperus) multiplying;
hazelnuts (Corylus), Qriental hornbeam trees
(Carpinus orientalis), alder (Alnus) and
hophornbeam (Ostrya) appeared on the scene.
Grasses as well multiplied and diffused over the
plains,14 indicating that the climate was now
warmerwith heavier rainfall. Plant remains from
the 2. cultural level of Asikli are witness to the
fact that both temperatures and precipitation of
the period (8016-7479/7442 BC) were suitable for
the cultivation of lequmes and grains such as
wheat and barley. Wild pistachio (Pistacia), elm,
hackberry (Celtis tournefortii) and quite a wide
variety of grassy vegetation were available for food
and medicinal remedies.15

Study of the animal bones from the excavations at
Asikli confirm that a highly varied faunal
population existed in the vicinityl® although none
of the animals had yet been domesticated.1” At
home in the area and prey to the inhabitants of
Asikli were large wild bovines (Auerochs), wild
sheep and goats, wild boars, fallow deer, red deer,
wild horses, wolves, foxes, rodents, hares, beavers,
ducks, bustards, crows, vultures, falcons, red
falcons, owls, tortoises, -various freshwater fish and
snails.18 In the light of the above-mentioned flora
and fauna detected in the excavations of the
settlement, climatic and environmental conditions
were obviously capable of supporting human life.

Factors favourable to abandoning a “'semi-
nomadic” way of life and passing into a
“'permanent settled life” during the Aceramic
Neolithic Period at Asikli include the following:
the water source of the Melendiz surrounded by
meadows and land suitabie for agriculture
(although limited in extent), a scattering of mixed
forest and -at higher altitudes- “steppe’’ vegetation
on the treeless volcanic slopes. Here there was a
great variety of wildlife found in these hahitats
(woods, steppes, meadow and riverside), as weli as
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lesildigi sirada gevrede yasamakta ve avianmaktadir.18 Agikli kazila-
rinda elde edilen ve yukarida belirtilen bitki ve hayvan kalintilarina g6-
re, burada yerlesildigi sirada, insan topluluklarinin yagsamalari igin el-
verisli iklimsel ve ekonomik kosullarin hazir oldugu agiktir.

Melendiz Irmad! gibi bir su kaynadi, onun vadisinde cayirlar, az da ol-
sa tarima uygun toprakli alanlar, aralikli karisik agaclh korular, daha

yikseklerde volkanik ciplak arazide step 6rtlist ve bu ortamda, kimisi

korularda, kimisi step ve cayirlarda, su ve su kiyisinda yasayan cesitli

hayvan turleri, yapt malzemesi, alet, arac, gereg, silah icin yeterli

Res.8 Asikli. Kuzeydeki kerpig mahalleler ve konutlar. Sagda én planda bilyik ¢dpliik. Dogudan gériinds .
Fig.8 Asikli. Mud-brick habitation to north, large refuse area to right in foreground. From east.

hammadde kaynaklari, ginimiizden 10 bin yil 6ncesinde insan toplu-
luklarinin “Akeramik Neolitik” olarak adlandirilan dénemde, Asikli’da
nigin “yari gdcebe yasam bicimi’ni birakarak, ilk kez “surekli yerlesik
yasam”a gegebildiklerini anlamamiza yardimci olan etkenlerdir.1?

sources of raw materials for construction needs,
tools, implements, vessels and weapons.1?

ASIKLI YERLESMELERI VE KONUTLARI

Asikli'da simdilik yukaridan asagr 2. kiltir tabakasi ve onun 2A-2J
olarak 10 ayri yap! evresine ait yerlesmeleri degisik boyutlarda giin isi-
gina cikariimistir.20 Ancak Ust yapi evrelerindeki “ilk kdy yerlesmele-
ri” daha genis agiimis; dolayisiyla, neredeyse “6nceden planlanmis” iz-
lenimini veren yerlesme diizeni ve konutlar hakkinda oldukga ayrintili’
bilgi edinilmistir (Res.4, 5). Ayrica hdyigin disinda ve giineyinde kalin
bir allivyon dolgusunun altinda, hemen Melendiz’in kiyisinda ve kismen
de irmadin icinde devam eden daha eski bir yerlesmeye ait konutlar
bulunmustur (Res.1, 9).21 Yaklasik 1 m genisligindeki dar bir gegidin
iki yaninda yer alan bu konutlar, dértgen ya da trapez planhdir; duvar-
lart kerpictendir.22 Boyutlari yaklasik 2 x 4 m, 4 x 3.25 m olarak de-
giskendir. Bazilari iki, bazilari da tek gozludir. Tabanlari ve duvarlari
kille sivalidir. Bazi odalarin icinde dortgen bigimli bliylik ocaklar, 6git-

THE SETTLEMENTS AND HOUSES OF ASIKLI

Ten building phases (2A-2J, representing
settlements of various size) comprise what survives
today as the 2. cultural level -counting from the
surface downward- on the mound of Agik!1.20 The
“Early Village Settlements” in the upper building
phases of this level have been sufficiently
excavated to suggest that they had been “‘planned
in advance”, the result of a conscious building
scheme (Figs.4, 5). In addition to these settlements
on the mound, an even older settlement found
under a deep layer of alluvial fill on the riverbank
(partially inundated) to the south, outside of the
mound cone has been excavated (Figs.1,9).2! The
houses of this settlement on the north bank of the
Melendiz stood on either side of a narrow passage
about 1 m wide. Rectangular or trapezoidal in
plan (app. 2 x 4 mor 4 x 3.25 m), they were
constructed of mud-brick.22 Some have two, others
only one room. The floors and walls were plastered
with clay. Some rooms contained large rectangular
hearths, grinding stones, implements of obsidian
and bone, and large deer antlers; in pits beneath
the floors, a human skeleton was found (Fig.9).23
Thus, within their dwellings the inhabitants
attended not only to the routine tasks of grinding
meal and cooking;-but religious practices as well,
at least the burial of their dead. Qutside the village
they hunted and very possibly farmed as well; they
gathered fruit and collected herbs. This riverbank
settlement was -at some point- abandoned in

yerlesmeye ait bir kisim ve bir insan iskeleti. Kuzeyden
garinds.

Fig.9 Asikli. Earlier settlement on the north bank of the
Melendiz; a skeleton. From north .

consequence of a sudden flood. Evidence of the
river’s overflowing its banks consists of a thick
atluvial fill which buried the settlement to a depth
of some 1.5 m. The date for resettlement on the
mound is not yet clear, but the settlement pattern,
as well as the houses themselves in the settlements
of the 2. level on the mound suggest that these
communities on the mound continued the same
traditions as the riverside settlement without any
significant alteration (Figs.4, 5).

The settlements in the upper building phases of this
2. level on the mound are bounded on the east by a
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me taglari, obsidien ve ke- 2
mik aletler, biiyiik geyik boy- ?
nuzlari ve taban altinda acil-
mig cukurlarin icine g6miil-
mus insan iskeletleri bulun-
mustur (Res.9).23 Iclerinde
yasarken insanlarin 6gltme,
pisirme, hatta dlilerini ta-
ban altina gémme gibi gerek
glncel, gerek dinsel yasamla
ilgili islemlerini kismen bu
l<onut!e§rda! yaptiklari, kdy
disinda ise yogun bir sekilde
avlandiklari, olasilikla ta-
rimla ugrastiklari, yemek ve
diger gereksinimleri icin ya-
rarlandiklar bitki ve yemis-
leri topladiklari sdylenebilir.
Yerlesme, Melendiz’in ani
bir taskini ile, bir sel felake-
ti sonucunda terk edilmistir.
Yerlesmenin Ustindeki 1.5 m A
kalinliginda alivyon dolgusy BLY; 4
bu selin kamtldrr. Héy(jkte Res.10 Asikir. Kerpigten, bazilari ocakli konutlar/odalar. Aralarda

gegit ve avlular. Giineyden gorinis.
ne kadar sire sonra tekrar

v
¢

K

Fig.10 Asiklr. Mud-brick dwellings, some with hearths;

i i . communicating passages and courtyards. From south.
yerlesildigi heniiz tam aydin-
latilamamistir. Ancak 2. tabakadaki yerlesme diizeni ve konutlarin du-
rumu, buradaki insanlarin yasam ve yerlesme bigimlerinde ayni gelene-

gin biytk degisiklikler olmadan korundugunu ggstermektedir (Res.4,
5).

HOylk Ustiindeki 2. tabaka yerlesmeleri doguda “S” seklinde kivrimlar
yapan kalin bir cevre duvari ile sona ermektedir (Res.4-6). Bugline
dek, cevre duvarina ait yalnizca bazi parcalar ortaya ¢rktigindan, bu-
nun yerlesmeyi diger yénlerde nas| kusattigr bilinmemektedir. Duvar
yaklasik 1.50-1.80 m kalinhginda bilyik tif/kalker taglarindan yapil-
mig, Orglide yer yer de kerpig kullamlml§t|r (Res.4-6).24 Duvar parca-
larinin arasi, batiya dogru daralan 2 m genigliginde bir yol gibi bira-
kilmis ve cakilla désenmistir. Mahalleler bu duvarlardan g yéne dogru
gelismis izlenimini vermektedir (Res.4-6) /Asikli cevre duvari, simdilik

Anadolu’gia Akeramik Neolitik’e ait ilk ve en eski ornegi teskil etmek-
tedir.25 /

Bir ana arter niteliginde olan, gakil déseli, 2 m genisligindeki bir bas-
ka yol ise her yapi evresinde yerlesmeyi, neredeyse kuzey ve giiney ol-
mak Gzere ikiye bdimektedir (Res.4, 5, 7). Yol giineybatida Melendiz
kiyisindan baslayarak, yerlesmenin ortalarinda, kuzeydoguya dogru yé-
nelmekte, cakil déseli kliclk bir avlu ile son bulmaktadir (Res.5, 7: GA
Yolu).26 Ayrica, bu yoldan giineye dogru dar bir patika ayrilmaktadir.

Ana yolun kuzey ve g()neydo@usunda, birbirinden dar gegitler ve kiclk

sturdy enclosure wall with “S”-curvatures (Figs
6). Because only remnants of the wall have beer
recovered, the manner in which it continued
around the settlement remains unclear, This
portion, 1.5-1.8 m thick, was constructed of lar
blocks of tufa/limestone with an occasional mud-
brick inserted here and there in the masonry
(Figs.4-6).24 Interrupting segments of the wall,
there was a road-like strip 2 m wide, paved with
gravel and narrowing to the northwest. Living
quarters appear to have extended from this stret(
of wall in three directions (Figs.4-6). The enciost
wall of Asikli represents today the oldest known
example of such a wall within the Anatolian
Aceramic Neolithic.25

Another roadway, 2 m wide and also paved with
gravel, served throughout nearly all the building
phases of ievel 2 as a main artery, dividing the
settlement into northern and southern sections
(Figs.4, 5, 6). This road, starting from the bank o
the Melendiz to the southwest, ran northeastward
into the middle of the settlement, where it
terminated in a small courtyard paved with gravel
(Figs.5, 7: Road GA).26 A narrow path branched
off from this road to the south.

To the north and southeast of the main road were
cramped quarters separated from one other only by

Res.11 Asikli. Kerpig konutlar ve béime duvarlarinda
birakilan kapi yerleri. Giineyden gorinis.

Fig.11 Agikli. Mud-brick houses with doors in the
partition walls. From south.

narrow passages and small courtyards (Figs.5, 7).
These mud-brick structures must represent the
dwellings of the Asikli residents {Fig.10). Of
completely different character were two structures
to the southwest of the road, which -although
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avlularla ayrilmis, sikisik ve yodun mahaller yer almaktadir (Res.5, 7) different in function- were bound together into a
Mahalleleri olusturan kerpig yapilar Agikli sakinlerinin konutlaridir ig:ge;::':';xr'gei:gf;’;i";c:ttt:et:zrr;a;?de "
(Res.10). Buna karsilik, ayni yolun glineybatisinda, islevleri farkli ol- ey oo bounded by a it il ol
makla birlikte, birbiriyle iliskili olduklari anlagilan ve bir kompleks “casemate” construction (Figs.5, 7: Building
tegkil eden iki yapi yer almistir (Res.4, 5, 7). Bunlardan ana yola biti- va'f:,T:e :’“e' Wa”b's"fs“":’ e thg; :1” o
. ; I mud-drick; the space between them is divided by
sik olan, yakla;tk 9-x 9m .boyytlarmdakr kare planl biyik yapinin ku- mud-brick partitions into four cells. It seems that
zeyi “'sandik sistemi”nde bir cift duvarla sinirlanmistir (Res.5, 7: HV the origin of this “casemate’ (chest-wall) system
Binasi).2” Cift duvarin ig tarafta olan tastan, dig duvari ise kerpigten- ('a‘;' very characteristic of Anatolian architecture;
s ) p i = perhaps best known from the Hittite city walls of
dir. I¢ duvarla dis duvar arasindaki bosluk ise kerpic duvarlarla dért the 2nd millennium BC), may be traced as far
béimeye ayrllmn§t_'1 r/Daha sonra Anadolu’da cok yaygin olarak kullani- back as the Aceramic settlement here at Asikii. 28
y lan, en cok da MO 2. binyilda Hitit surla}nda izlenen bu sistemin ko- The floor in the west of this building was paved
P . iy G /5 . with large mud-brick slabs up to a metre in length.
keninin Asikh’da oldugu anla§|lmaktf1d'!r Bu bm.anm bat klsnj.snda Large flat blocks of limestone/tufa had bean wot
taban uzunluklari 90/100 cm olan biyiik boy kerpig bloklarla désen- upon the floor at intervals to serve as bases for
mis; tabanin Ustlne direk kaideleri olarak, cok blylk yassi kalker/tif posts (Fig.12).
bloklar aralikli yerlestirilmistir (Res.12). ' The second structure forming a part of this
. . ; " compound was also square (6.5 m on a side) and
Yolun glineybatisindaki 6.5 x 6.5 m boyutlarindaki kare planli diger probably served a religious function (Fig.5:
yapinin dinsel islevli oldugu saniimaktadir (Res.5; T Binasi).29 Yerles- Building T).29 In each building phase the floor and
melerin her yapi evresinde binanin tabani ve duvarlarinin ic ylzeyi asi- z;r':t%’:l’y' :Z ::fe?’:{:':m“::'(ed‘:;':;efh:'t:}r?d
boyasiyla (ocker) kirmiziya boyanmistir. Yalnizca 3. yapi evresinde bo- building period) when half of the floor had been
zulan tabanin yarisi onarilarak limonitle boyandidi icin sari renktedir. damaged, was it repaired and painted with
Taban 6nce, ufalanmis tifle yapilmis, 6-8 cm kalinliginda gimentomsu limonite -which gave it a yellowish hue-. The floor

was made of crushed tufa cemented with mortar to

bir hargla-boydan boya kaplanmuis, sonra bu harcin (stiine boya sdrilr
mus ve pTalrlat|lml§tlr. Duvarlarda ise = gun -

beyaz kireg/algi sivanin dstii asiboya-
siyla boyanmistir. Yapinin iinde ti¢ du-
varin dniinde kerpicten, tistd kirmizi
boyali dar oturma sekileri; bir bayiik
ocak; direk yerleri; taslarla yapiimis,
sivi akitacak bir kanal yapilmistir. Ya-
pinin kuzey ve kuzeydogusunda teme-
nos duvarlarini andiran, kalin, tas 6rgl
duvarlar bulunmaktadir (Res.5). Ana
yolun glneybatisindaki bu iki yap! bir-
birine, aralarinda uzanan bolmeli, ge-
nis avlular ve bu tag duvarlarla baglan-
maktadir (Res.5, 7). Dinsel islevli bina-
nin batisinda gene ayni komplekse ait
odalar yer almistir (Res.5, 7). Batidaki
odalardan birinin duvarlari morumsu
Kirmizi renkte boyanmis ve tabaninin

altina ki gukur acl [m|§t|r (Res.5: AB Res.12 Asikli. Sandik duvarli yapinin bati kisminda a thickness of 6-8 cm, then painted and polished.

5 s ig duvarin tag 6rgiisii ve tabanda kerpig doseme. ) .
Odasy). Cukurlardan birinde 20 yasla-  Gineyden gorinds, The walls were plas_tered with wh|tewash/gypsx{m
y and then painted with red ochre. Along three sides

rinda geng bir kadinla birlikte 55 yas- Fig.12 Astkli. Interior wall of the casemate

structure with mud-brick pavement to west. From of the interior there were narrow mud-brick

larinda bir erkek, digerinde ise 20/25  south. benches, which were likewise painted red. Other
yaslarinda geng bir kadin bebegi ile gomilmistiir.30 Sonuncu kadin bir f“;"iSh‘”QS f”;'“declifa larhgedhegrth, po:trset‘t;ng?
. « " . . v o G 5 and a stone channel for the rainage or iiquids. o
beyin an'}ehy.atl (trepanation) gegrrdnlften sonra birkag gun daha yasa the north and northeast of this building were thick

mx§t1r.31/8u insaniar, olasilikla bu iki ézel binayla iliskileri olan ayrica- walls of stone masonry reminiscent of temenos

il I<isi[erdir./ walls (Fig.5). These two structures southwest of
. the road were linked to one another by stone walls

Yerlesmenin kuzeyinde ve kuzeydo§usunda, kerpic mahallelerin arasin- and spacious partitioned courtyards (Figs.5, 7). To
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da buaylik ¢dplik alanlari (biri yaklasik 20 x 30 m bo-
yutlarinda) yer almistir (Res.4, 5, 8). Bu ¢dplikler
herhalde hem islik hem de avlanmis hayvanlarin pay-
lastirildigi yerler olarak kullaniimistir (Res.5, 8). Ar-
tiklarin atilip yakildigr bu ¢épliiklerde cesitli av hay-
vanlarina ait ¢ok sayida kemik, gene bu hayvanlarin
kemiklerinden ve obsidienden yapiimig aletler ve artik-
lari, komurlesmis cali ¢irpr kalintilart ve gok sayida
citlenbik cekirdegi, damarlar seklinde ince tabakalar
meydana getirmistir. Kazida bulunan bitki kalintilari-
nin analizlerinden anlasildigina gore, hasattan sonra
bugday ve arpa basaklari saplariyla birlikte yerlesme-
ye getirilmékté ve tahil taneleri saplarindan burada
ayrilmakta;32 olasilikla burada 6gdtiimekte ve yen-
mek (izere hazirlanarak konutlardaki ocaklarda pisirilmekteydi. Yiye-
cekler gerektiginde kullaniimak tzere kiler odalarinda saklanmistir
(Res.14). Bdyle bir kilerin icinde alti yerli erzak deposu bulunmaktadir.
Bunlar ince kerpic béimelerle birbirlerinden ayriimig; bir biylk erzak
deposunun icine, cok daha kiigiik bir depo yerlestirilmistir.

},< /Mahalleler iki veya daha cok konutun biraraya gelmesiyle olugmustur/

(Res.4, 5, 7, 8, 10). Simdilik Agikli“da cesitli yapi evrelerine ait 388
konut/oda giin 1s1§1na gikariimistir. Konutlar genelde bitisik diizende,
ama miistakil duvarli, tek ya da ¢ok odalidir (Res.5, 7, 8, 10). Dort-
gen, trapez ya da bir kenari yuvarlatilmig dortgen planli konut/odalarin
boyutlari (yks. 1 x 1.5 m, 2 x 3 m, 4 x 3.25 m ve 4 x 4 m) degigiktir
(Res.5, 10). Duvarlar cogunlukla 34/35-45 cm’lik tek kerpic genigli-
ginde, aralarina gamur harg konularak 6riilmistir. Kerpi¢ boyutlart da
cesitlidir (Res.12). Duvarlar ve tabanlar genellikle kil sivayla, seyrek
olarak renkli veya beyaz kireg sivayla kaplanmis; duvarlarda genelde
tas temel kullaniimamistir. Ancak gerektiginde, kerpi¢ duvarlarin altin-
da codu tif/kalker olmak Uzere volkanik taslardan temeller yapiimig-
tir.33 Bazen de ana yolun kuzey kenarinda oldugu gibi mahalle ve ko-
nutlar, blylk yassi tif bloklar dikine yerlestirilerek distan desteklen-
mistir.34 Asikhi‘da 10 bin yil dncesinde baslayan taslarin dikine yerleg-
tirilme teknigi, cevre kdylerde bugiin hala izlenmektedir.

Cogunlukla konut/odalarin iginde, ya iki duvarin késesinde ya da bir
duvara yaslanmis olarak ddrtgen planli blylk ocaklar vardir (Res.5,
10, 13).35 Bazen ocaklara bir baca deligi agiimistir.26 Kubbesi “‘kerpig
topanlari”yla (pisé) yapilmis, yalnizca bir blylk, bir de kiiclk firin bu-
lunmustur. Konut/odalarin icine diiz damlari desteklemek icin tastan
direk kaideleri konmus, bazen de cakil taslariyla cevrili sig cukurlar
seklinde direk yerleri agilmistir.37 Gok odali konutlarin béime duvarla-
rinda kapi araliklari, seyrek olarak da pencere bosluklari birakilmis,
bazen tabanlari (stline basak ya da saz saplarindan érilmug hasirlar
serilmistir (Res.11). Ancak disaridan konutlara girisi saglayan kaptlar
yoktur. Konut, avlu ve gegitlere, diiz damlardan seyyar merdivenlerle
inilerek girilmis olmalidir. Ginlik islerin bir kismi da olasilikla diz
damlarda yapiimistir; clinkd atilmis obsidien, kemik, boynuz, siirtme ve
cilal tas aletler, bunlarin artiklari ve ¢oplerin bir kismi konutlarin

Res.13 Agikli. Bir ocak drnegi. Dogudan gériinig .
Fig.13 Agikli. Hearth. From east.

the west of the red-painted shrine were more
chambers belonging to the same complex (Figs.5,
7). One of these, with walls painted a purplish red,

~contained two burials in pits under the floor

(Fig.5: Chamber AB). In one of the pits a young
woman in her twenties and a man in his mid-fifties
had been buried together;30 in the other one was
found the skeleton of a woman in her early
twenties together with an infant. This young
woman had apparently survived only a few days
following a “‘trepanation”, an early form of brain
operation.3! These particular individuals must
somehow have been related to these two special
structures; most probably they were of privileged
status.

Between the mud-brick quarters, in the north and
northeast of the settlement, there were areas of
refuse, one nearly 20 x 30 m (Figs.4, 5, 8). These
areas must have been used both as ateliers and
slaughter yards for the animal; captured in the
hunt (Figs.5, 8). Thin veins formed in the strata
here where remains were cast aside or incinerated;
these contained the bones of various game animals,
tools and waste flakes of bone and obsidian,
charred sticks and twigs, and a plethora of
hackberry seeds. The analyses of the plant remains
from the settlements has demonstrated that the
harvested ears of wheat and barley were brought to
the settlement still attached to the stalks; the
process of separating the grain and chaff was
carried out within the settlement.32 The grain was
first ground here and then prepared and cooked
over the hearths of the individual dwellings. It was
kept in storage rooms for use as necessary (Fig.14).
Six individual storage bins were found in one such
storeroom, these bins again divided into sections by
thin clay partitions. Also in one of the large storage
bins, a smaller storage unit had been provided.

Residential quarters seem to have been formed by
the merging together of two or more dwellings
within one area (Figs.4, 5, 7, 8, lO)/. To present,
388 houses/rooms helonging to various building
phases of Level 2 have been exposed at Agikli. The
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icinde degil, gegit ve aviularda bulunmustur. Oliiler, baz! odalarin ta-
banlar altinda agilan gukurlara, ayaklari karna cekik, dizden geriye,
yana dogru kivrilmis olarak degisik sekillerde gbmillmuslerdir.38 Bazi-
larinin boynunda basit, yar: degerli taglardan ve asil onemlisi tavlian-
mis dodal bakir boncuklardan yapilmig kolyeler vardir.39 Seyrek olarak
gene boncuk bileziklere de rastlanmistir.

Asikli’da besin ekonomisi esas olarak av etlerinden, toplanan cesitli ya-
bani sebze, yemis ve meyvelerden, az olarak da bugday, arpa, nohut gi-
bi tarimsal rtinlerden saglanmistir (Res.3).40 Olasilikla tarim hentz
tam yerlesmedigi icin cogunlukla yabani bugday ve arpanin da toplan-
digr, bitki kalintilarmin analizlerinden anlagiimaktadir.4?

Res.14 Agikli. Kiler ve iginde erzak depolari. Giineyden gorinis.
Fig.14 Asikli. Storeroom with clay bins. From south.

Asikli‘da yogun olarak kullanilan obsidien, kemik, boynuz aletler ve si-
lahlar daha gok avciliga, post ve deri isciligine yoneliktir.42 Av etlerini
saklamak icin gerekli olan tuz, olasilikla yakindaki Tuz Goli kiyilarin-
dan elde edilmistir. Siirtme ve cilali tagtan aletler ise daha gok 6gutme,
ezme, dévme, kirma ve kesme islerinin yapildigini gbstermekte; dogal
levha bakirdan yapilan boncuklarin sicakken iglendigi metallografi
analizlerinden anlasiimaktadir.43 Yari pismis ve pismis toprak heykel-
cikler de kilin firinlanmasinin 8grenildigine isaret etmektedir.44

SONUC

Asikli’da Melendiz Trmadi kiyisindaki eski yerlesmenin sel altinda kal-
masindan dolay terk edilmesiyle, uzunlugu hentiz bilinmeyen bir stre
sonra 2. tabakanin yapi evrelerindeki yerlesmeler kurulmugtur (Res.1,
4, 5, 9). Dizeltilmis radyokarbon dlciimlerine gére 10 bin yil dncesine
tarihlendirilen 2. tabaka yerlesmeleri, doguda bir ceyre duvariyla sinir-
landirilmistir (Res.4-6). Yerlesmelerde kismen bitisik diizendeki kerpig
konutlar, ayrik diizenli mahalleler olusturmustur (Res.1, 4-8, 10).

houses (comprised of one or more rooms), although
generally standing adjacent to one another, were
each built of four individual walls, thus “‘detached”
in a technical sense (Figs.5, 7, 8, 10). The
houses/rooms, which were rectangular, trapezoidal
or roughly rectangular (with one curved wall) in
plan, vary in size from roughly 1 x 1.5 mor2x 3
mto 4 x3.5o0r4 x4 m (Figs.5, 10). Most of the
walls are a single mud-brick in width (34/35-45
cm); they were set with a mortar of mud. The
dimensions of the bricks themselves vary as well
(Fig.12). The walls and floors were usually simply
plastered with clay, only occasionally coated with
whitewash or coloured plaster. There are usually
no stone foundations, although -when considered
necessary- foundations of volcanic stone
(tufa/limestone) were laid beneath the mud-brick
superstructure.33 Occasionally, as can be seen in
the residential quarters along the north side of the
main road, houses were buttressed on the exteriors
with large tufa blocks set vertically.34 This
technique of upright stone buttressing -which
began some 10 thousand years ago at Agikli- is
still employed in the local villages today.

In most of the houses there were large hearths
rectangular in plan, either in one corner or against
one wall (Figs.5, 10, 13).35 On occasion, a hole
was opened to serve as a chimney.36 Only two
ovens with domes of pisé -one large and one small-

have been found. Stone bases or shallow post holes

ringed with pebbles indicated the presence of posts
to support the flat roofs.37 Mats woven of the cut
stalks of grain or reeds sometimes covered the
floors (Fig.11). Openings in interior partition walls
provided doors -and rarely- windows between
rooms. There were, however, no doors in the
exterior walls; access to the houses must have been
from the flat roofs by means of ladders. Many of
the daily household chores must have been done on
these flat roofs. Evidence for this is the proportion
of tools and implements -of ground and polished
stone, antler, bone, and obsidian- found outside the
houses in the passages and courtyards. The dead
were buried in pits beneath the floors of certain
rooms. The skeletons were found in various
positions: knees were sometimes drawn up to the
stomach, or legs were sometimes bent back from
the knees or pulled to one side.38 Simple necklaces
of beads, semiprecious stones or -more
significantly- beaten, hot-worked native copper,
encircled the necks of some of the dead.39
Bracelets of this type were much less common,
indeed a rare océurrence.

The basis of subsistence at Asikli consisted of
game, various wild greens as well as berries and
fruits that could be gathered and -although
perhaps few- at least some agricultural products,
among them chickpeas, barley and wheat
(Fig.3).40 Agriculture was probably not yet firmly
established, for the analyses of the plant remains
suggest that most of the wheat and’barley
collected were wild strains.41

The many implements and weapons of obsidian,

-_
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Gecitler, avlular, ¢épliik alanlari, konut damlari, koy yerindeki glnlik
islerin yapilmasinda vkullamlmlgtlr. Yogun avcilik, besin toplayicthgr,
heniiz baslayan tarim, post ve deri isGiligi, olasilikla tuz ve cevrede bu-
lunmayan hammaddeler ve egzotik maddeler kargihiginda obsidien, et
ve diger Uretilenlerin ticareti, Agikli insan topluluklarinin yasaminda
en dnemli ugraslari tegkil etmistir.45 Gevre duvarinin varligi, ana yolun
glineybatisindaki iki 6zgiin yapi, olasilikla Agikli insan topluluklarinin
sosyal yasaminda bir tabakalagmanin da bagladigina isaret etmektedir
(Res.4-7).

/A§1I<|\’daki bu yerlesme modeli simdilik Anadolu ve Glneybati Asya’da
iiniktir.46 Ancak cok sonra bu modelin, kismen benzerine Dogu Gatal-
hoylik'te rastlanmaktadir.4¥ Mahallelerin birbirine ok yakin ve sik ya-
piligl, kara ikliminin etkisinden korunmayi saglamig olmalidir. Ginkd
bu bakimdan Asikli’yl animsatan kéy yerlegmeleri bugiin I¢c Anadolu’da
hala gorilmektedir.

Asikli, konut ve yerlesim tipi gelismesinde zaman! icin, kendine 6zgu
ilk modellerden hirini olusturmaktadir. Bu modelin en carpic! ozelligi
ise “uyum ilkesi”dir. Daha 10 bin yil 6ncesinde insanlar dogal gevrele-
rine, iklim kosullarina, ekolojik ortamlarina uyum ve onlardan yarar
saglayarak, yakinlarindaki canh ve cansiz ortami zedelemeden habi-
tat'larini kurmuglar, yasamlarini sirdirmeyi basarmislardir. Oysa gu-
niimiiziin cogu metropoliinde ileri teknolojilere giivenilerek bu ilkeye
sirt cevrilmisg; iklimi, dogal cevreyi, ekolojik ortami hice sayan, onlara
hi¢ uymayan, onlari var guclyle tliketen, ama aslinda onlarin ayrilmaz
bir parcasi olan insanlar igin dev boyutlu, nefes almayi bile neredeyse
tehdit eden habitat'lar iretme yarigina girigilmistir. '

antler and bone recovered in excavation appear
generally oriented toward hunting and the
processing of skins and hides.j‘? The salt needed to
preserve the meat probably came from the great
salt lake, Tuz Goli. It is clear that the burnished
and polished stone artefacts were employed
primarily for grinding, crushing, pounding,
breaking and cutting. That the beads made from
native copper were heated while being worked has
been determined through metallographic
analysis.%3 Figurines of baked -or half-baked- clay
demonstrate that these early people of Agikl had
learned or were learning to fire clay.4*

DIPNOTLAR:
* B{tiin resimler Ufuk Esin argivine aittir.

1. Aksaray’da Melendiz Su’yun kolu Uluirmak tizerindeki Mamasin Baraj Goli'nun su se-
viyesi yakinda yiikseltilecek, Asikl Hoylk kismen su altinda kalacaktir. Bu nedenle
1989'dan bu yana Agikli Hayiik'te istanbul Universitesi (1U) Prehistorya Anabilim Dali
tarafindan arkeolojik kurtarma kazilart yapilmaktadir. Kazilar Kiltdr Bakanli@i Anitlar
ve Mizeler Genel Midirligi, Tirkiye Bilimler Akademisi ile iU Arastirma Fonu Proje
No. 595/171193 ve Edebiyat Fakdiltesi tarafindan desteklenmekte; bu kurumlar adina ya-
pilmaktadir. Destek ve yardimlarindan dolayi bu bilimsel kurumiara yirekten tesekkar
ederim.

2. Asikly Hoylk dogu-bati yéninde 230 m, kuzey-giiney yéninde ise 150/240 m boyutla-
rindadir.

3. U. Esin, “Early copper metallurgy at the pre-pottery site of Agikh”, Readings in Pre-
history. Papers presented to Halet Cambel, istanbul, 1995, 64, 75-76, $ek.11-12; W. van
Zeist ve G. J. de Roller, “Plant remains from Agikh Hdylk, a pre-pottery Neolithic site in
Central Anatolia”, Vegetation History and Archaeobotany, 4, 1995, 179.

a. (). Emre, Hasandagi, Kegidoyuran Daél y6resi volkanizmasinin jeomarfolojisi, Istanbul,
yayimlanmamig doktora tezi, 1991.

5. U. Esin vd., “Salvage excavations at the pre-pottery site of Agikli Héylk in Central
Anatolia”, Anatolica, XV1I, 1991, 166-174, Lev.8, 9/2-3, 10-16; U. Esin, “Zum Ursp-

CONCLUSION

Subsequent to the flooding and abandonment of
the earlier settlement on the north bank of the
Melendiz River, renewed settlement occurred on
the mound of Agikli following an indeterminate
hiatus in settlement here. This represents the 2.
level of habitations in 10 building phases (counting
downward from the present surface of the mound),
dated by calibrated radiocarbon assessment to
approximately 10 thousand years ago
(Figs.1,4,5,9). An enclosure wall (Figs.4-6)
encircled the settlements of the later three building
phases of Level 2 comprised of mud-brick houses -
constructed one against another in a sort of row-
house system- in groups forming small quarters or
neighbourhoods (Figs.1, 4-8, 10).

Passages, courtyards, the “‘refuse” (“garbage”)
areas and the flat roofs of the houses were used by
the inhabitants for their daily tasks. The people
were busy hunting and gathering as well as trying
their hands at farming. They treated the hides and
skins of their prey and most probably dealt in
trade, exchanging the obsidian and meat found in
the area -and perhaps crafts of local manufacture-
for salt, raw materials and exotic items not
available locally.#5 The existence of the enclosure
wail, as well as the distinctive complex to the
southwest of the main thoroughfare, suggest the
beginning of social stratification within the
community (Figs.4-7).

At present the settlement model of Agikh stands
unique within Anatolia and southwest Asia.46 From
a much later period, however, a rather similar
model can be cited at the mound of Gatalhdyiik
East.47 As at Asikli, we see quarters crowded
together in a proximity that probably served to
provide shelter from the elements of the
continental climate. Even today, the villages of
central Anatolia retain this characteristic.

Astklr represents one of the earliest original
models within the evolution of house and habitat.
The most striking characteristic of the Agikli
model is its harmony with the environment. Ten
thousand years ago these settlers succeeded in
striking a natural balance with their environment
and its ecology. They managed to establish their
“habitat”, benefiting from the environment
without impairing either the biological balance or
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the physical beauties of the countryside. Most of
our contemporary metropolises, on the other hand,
relying on the advanced technology of today, have
turned their backs on a balance with nature.
Because our society has totally disregarded the
climates, natural enviranments and ecological
habitats in which we live, we are expending our
natural resources as fast as we can -although we
remain dependent upon them. The race is now on
to produce “habitats’ of gigantic proportion-
which, unfortunately scarcely allow the inhabitants
to draw a breath.
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